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PUT THE VERBS IN BRACKETS INTO THE RIGHT TENSE. 

 

1. I can't go out now. I (not finish) ............................ my work yet.  
2. I (leave) ........................ home at 8.30 tomorrow but I (not get) ........................ there until 

12.30. 
3. How (you get) ............................ that scar? 
4. I (get) ............................ it in a car accident a year ago.  
5. Smith's (open) ............................ a new shop in this street next July.  
6. It's very cold. I (light) ............................ a fire. 
7. Who (you vote) ............................ for at the last election? 
8. I (vote) ............................ for  Reagan. 
9. The actors (arrive) ............................ yesterday and (begin) ............................ the 

rehearsals the same morning. 
10. I can't hear what you (say) ........................ , the traffic (make) ......................... too much 

noise. 
11. Her parents (give) ...................... a party for her next month. They (invite) ..................... 

sixty people. 
12. I (hear) ............................ his speech on the radio last night. 
13. How long (you wait) ............................ for me? I (wait) ............................ for about half an 

hour.  
14. It (rain) ............................ for two days now. 
15. That man (try) ............................ to make trouble since he came to us. 
16. I (spend) ............................ a few days in London next month.  
17. Mr Jones has just phoned to say that he (not come) ............................ back till 

Wednesday night. 
18. We (take) ............................ the children to the seaside this  summer. 
19. The last time I (go) ............................ to England was in 1987. 
20. I (never go) ............................ to Scotland.  
21. But surely you can't want to eat again. You (have) ............................ three big meals 

today. 
22. She (work............................ from nine to five except on Saturdays. 
23. I (wear) ............................ a hat now because the sun is hot. 
24. In Spain women (not wear) ............................  hats. 
25. I can't answer the phone because I (make) ............................  an omelette. 
26. I don't think my children (be) ............................ tall. 
27. Come on! Hurry up or we (not get) ............................ to the  cinema in time. 
28. At what time (Mr Evans close) ............................ his shop  last night? 
29. At seven, and he (leave) ............................ a bit later. 
30. Was it very difficult to win the match? 

Yes, but we (win) ............................ in the end. 
31. I (just see) ............................ your grandmother in South Street. She was alone. 
32. I (still think) ............................ about what colour to paint  the wall. I (not decide) 

...................... yet. 
33. Mary (already have) ............................ a bath but she (not do) ............................ her hair 

yet. 
34. When did you first meet John? 
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I first (meet) ............................ him two months ago. I (know) ............................ him since 
April. 

35. My father (not smoke) ............................ a cigarette for years! 
36. Really? He was smoking one when I (see) ............................ him last night. 
37. (he still write) ............................ books? 

Yes, he (write) ............................ a very interesting novel. 
38. They usually (make) ......................... a lot of noise, but tonight  they (not make) 

....................... any. 
39. Look! That man (try) ............................ to open the door of your  car! 
40. You don't know what to do. Would you like (think) ............................ about it? 
41. I don't like (study) ............................ Physics at all. I think it is terribly boring. 
42. Do you think the children (eat) ............................ all the cake?  

I hope not because they (be) ............................ ill. 
43. That man (get) ............................ off the bus and (run) ............................  away before 

anybody could stop him.  
44. At five o'clock Arthur (drive) ........................... the car to the garage and went to the 

pub. 
45. (you be) ............................ to the races lately?  
46. No, I (not be) ............................ for a long time.  
47. Have you been married long? 

No, We only (get) ............................ married two years ago. 
48. Mary is not going to read that book. She (already read) ............................ it.   
49. The police (still ask) ............................ Mary a lot of questions. 
50. How long (she work) ............................ in that hospital? 
51. She (begin) ............................ in October. 
52. I'm hungry. I (not eat) ............................ anything since breakfast.  
53. Philip (give) ............................ Mary a book  for her next  birthday.  
54. We (have) ............................ dinner early tonight because we (go) ............................ to the 

theatre. 
55. My aunt doesn't usually make cakes on Mondays, but she (make) ............................ one 

today because her sister (come) ............................ to tea tomorrow. 
56. What (she do) ............................ in the evenings? 
57. She usually (play) ............................ cards or (watch) ............................ TV. 
58. The last train (leave) ............................ the station at 11.30. 
59. Ann (make) ............................ a dress for herself at the moment. She (make) 

............................ all her own clothes. 
60. When I was looking for my passport I (find) ............................ this old  photograph. 
61. (you ever eat) ............................ snails?  

Yes, I (eat) ............................ some at Tom's party last week. 
62. He (serve) ............................ in the First World War. 
63. When (that war begin) ............................? 
64. It (begin) ............................ in 1914. 
65. She (say) ............................ that she was going to phone me this morning but it is now 

12.30 and she (not phone) ............................ yet. 
66. I (not see) ............................ your aunt recently. 
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67. No, she (not be) ............................ out of her house since she (buy) ............................ her 
colour television. 

68. (you like) ............................ this necklace? 
69. I (give) ............................ it to my daughter for her birthday tomorrow.  
70. Tom and Mr Pitt (have) ............................ a long conversation. I (wonder) 

............................ what they (talk) ............................ about. 
71. What (he do) ............................ to his car now? 
72. I think he (clean) ............................ it.  
73. Her mother often (tell) ............................ her that she (spend) ............................ too much 

money but she never (listen) ............................ 
74. She (leave) ............................ to Scotland next Friday. 
75. (you wear) ............................ a uniform when you were at school? 
76. The milkman (come) ............................ everyday at eight o'clock. 
77. Mary likes (buy) ............................ lottery tickets but she never  (win) ............................ 

anything. 
78. Why (you drive) ............................ so fast? We are going to have an accident! 
79. She (come) ............................ to town last week, and she (be)  ......................... here 

since then. 
80. I've got a letter from John. He (say) ......................... he (come) ...................... to London 

next week. 
81. Something very strange (happen) ........................ yesterday. 
82. You (not eat) .............................. too much for the last few days, that's why you feel so 

tired. 
83. I (buy) ....................... a new house last year, but I (not sell) .......................... the old one 

yet. 
84. I (work) .......................for a Company in Bristol two years ago, but I didn't like it, so I 

came back to London and I (work) ................................ here since then.  
85. I hope that you (have) ............................... a good time tomorrow. 
86. Richard is finding life in Paris a bit difficult. He (not speak)............................ French. 
87. I haven't got a car at the moment, so I (go) ............................ to work on the bus this 

week. I usually (drive)  ............................. to work. 
88. We (go) ....................... camping every year. It's a good cheap holiday. Hotels (cost) 

...................... too much. 
89. Liz very often (lose) ...................... her keys.  
90. When (you last see) ..................................... Lisa?  
91. Oh, a long time ago. I (not see) ............................ her since Christmas. 
92. My tea is on the table now. I (just make) .................................. it. 
93. The party wasn't very good. We (leave) ................................ after only half an hour. 
94. The questions were easy. I hope you (write) ..................................... them correctly. 
95. Susan (lose) ...................................... her purse. She can't find it anywhere.  
96. The match (start) ...................................... . They are playing now. 
97. Joanne (run) ................................... away from home. But she came back two days later. 
98. When Mary (see) .................................... the question, she knew the answer. 
99. I (dream) ......................................... when the alarm clock rang.  
100.The train was waiting when we (arrive) ..................................... at the station. 
101.Emma's shoes are dirty. She (walk) ........................................ in the field. 
102.I (swim) ................................... . That's why my hair is wet.  
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103.Those young men (run) ................................... nearly two miles. They (run) 
......................................... for ten minutes. 

104.You can have the newspaper. I (finish) ......................................... with it.  
105.I spoke to Melanie at lunch time. Someone (tell) ........................................ her the news 

earlier. 
106.I was really tired last night. I (have) .......................................... a hard day. 
107.do you want to see this programme? It .................................... (just start) 
108.At that time we had no car. We (sell) ................................. our old one. 
109.The bill isn't right. They (make) .......................................... a mistake. 
110.When the pupils (do) ............................ the experiment, they wrote a report on it. 
111.When John had saved enough money he (buy) ............................ a motor-bike. 
112.When we (complete) ............................ our exams, we gave them to the teacher. 
113.After playing tennis I was annoyed because  (not win) ............................ a single game. 
114.When I saw Ben last week he said he (stop) ............................ smoking. But when I saw 

him two days later, he (smoke) ................... a cigarette. 
115.We bought this picture many years ago. We (have) ............................ for ages. 
116.Did you buy this book?  
117.No, Nancy did. She (read) ............................ it at school next term . 
118.Tea or coffee? 

I (have) ............................ tea, please. 
119.Can you meet me at seven? I may be late. 

That's all right. I (wait) ............................ for you. 
120.What about your plans, Carlo?. (you return) ............................ home after the exams? 

I think I (go) ............ back home at some time in the future, but first I (spend) 
............................ six months in the USA. 

121.I've fixed up a job. I (work) ............................ for a chemical company in California. I'm 
sure it (be) ............................ a good experience. 

122.I (send) ............................ the cheque to you as soon as I have it. 
123.I can't do anything until he (get) ............................ back. 
124.How's your flat? 

Well, the rent is very expensive. I (move) ............................ to a new place. I decided last 
week. 

125.I (not see) ............................ your aunt recently. 

No, she (not be) ...................... out of her house since she (buy) ........................ her colour 
television. 

126.She can do better if she (try) ............................  
127.Was Tom there when you arrived? No, he (go) ............................ home. 
128.The house was very quiet when I got home. Everybody (go) ............................ bed. 
129.He has cut my hair too short. 

Don't worry. It (grow) ............ again very quickly. 
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