
READING COMPREHENSION 3rd ESO 
Read the text and answer the questions. 

 

The Gap Year  
 

     Every year, thousands of students take a ‘gap year’– like a year’s holiday – before 
they go to university. Others take their gap year after university, before they start 
looking for a job. This idea has become very popular in Britain and Ireland, and 200,000 
students took a gap year last year. What do these students do during the year? Many of 
them do voluntary work, and others travel around the world. They definitely return 
with some fantastic memories!  
     Robert, 18, has just decided to take a gap year before he goes to London University. 
He’s never travelled before, so he feels a little nervous. ‘I’ll probably do voluntary 
work in the USA,’ he says. ‘I want to go to a place where I can speak the language. I’m 
interested in working in a national park, because I’m going to study geography at 
university.’ 
     Tamsin, 19, has just returned from her gap year. She’s visited Europe, Australia and 
Africa. Tamsin travelled with her best friend Lizzie, and they had different jobs while 
they were going around the world. ‘I’ve been a waitress in a café, and I’ve taught 
English in a small school in Kenya. The best thing I’ve learned is to be more 
responsible. I’ve made a lot of friends during my gap year. It was a fantastic 
experience and I definitely recommend it!’  

 

 

1- Are the sentences true (T) or false (F)? 

 

1 Two hundred thousand young people took a gap year last year.  

2 Students often do voluntary work during their gap year.  

3 Robert wants to go to Africa.  

4 Robert is going to study English.  

5 Tamsin says that she has made a lot of friends during her gap year. 
 

 
2- Answer the questions with complete answers. 

 

1 When do students usually take a gap year?  

2 Where have gap years become very popular?  

3 Has Robert travelled before?  

4 What continents have Tamsin and Lizzie travelled around?  

5 Has Tamsin been an English teacher?  

 


