
CHArACTErS IN THE PLAy

Leonato, Lord of Messina

Hero, Leonato’s daughter

Beatrice, Hero’s cousin

Margaret and Ursula, Hero’s servants

Don Pedro, Prince of Aragon

Benedick, a young gentleman, and friend of Don Pedro’s

Claudio, a young gentleman, and friend of Don Pedro’s

Don John, Don Pedro’s brother

Borachio and Conrade, Don John’s servants

Father Francis, a priest

Dogberry, the head of the police

Verges, a policeman

Three other policemen

Musicians

Two messengers
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1

Much Ado About Nothing

Act 1  Scene 1

The soldiers come back from the war

Outside Leonato’s house, in Messina. Leonato is talking 
to Hero and Beatrice. A messenger arrives with a letter.

Messenger   My lord Leonato, this letter is for you.
LeonaTo   Thank you. (He reads the letter.)
Hero   What does it say, father? Is it about the war?
LeonaTo   yes, my dear. It’s from my friend Don Pedro. 

It says that the war has finished.
Hero   That’s wonderful news!
LeonaTo   It says that the soldiers are coming back to    

   Messina today. Don Pedro is coming to see us.
Hero   Are many of the soldiers hurt?  
Messenger   No, my lady, only a few.
LeonaTo   This letter says that Claudio, a young 

gentleman from Florence, was very brave.
BeaTriCe   What about the Lion of Messina, the bravest
 man in the world? (She laughs.)
LeonaTo   I don’t understand. Who are you talking 

about, Beatrice?
Hero   She means Benedick, father, a friend of Don 

Pedro’s.
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BeaTriCe   That’s right. He thinks that he’s the bravest 
man in the world, but he isn’t. He doesn’t like 
fighting. He prefers watching other people fight.

Messenger   That’s not true! Benedick is a good soldier.
Hero    Don’t be angry. My cousin Beatrice likes 

Benedick, but she laughs at him all the time.
LeonaTo   Here they come! (Don Pedro, Don John, 

Claudio and Benedick enter.) Don Pedro! 
Welcome to Messina!

Don PeDro   Leonato! It’s good to see you again. you 
already know my friend Benedick, don’t you? 

BeaTriCe   Of course he does. Benedick is the most famous 
man in the world. Everyone knows him.

Don PeDro   And this is Claudio. 
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‘Welcome to Messina!’
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Act 1 Scene 1
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LeonaTo   Welcome, gentlemen. This is my daughter, 
Hero, and her cousin, Beatrice.

BeneDiCk   Ah, Beatrice – we’ve already met, haven’t we?
BeaTriCe   Have we? I can’t remember. (All laugh.)
BeneDiCk   you never remember anything, Beatrice – 

you’re always too busy talking.
BeaTriCe   Perhaps my words are more interesting than 

yours, Benedick. (She turns away from him.)
Don PeDro   Leonato, this is my brother, Don John. He 

was my enemy for many years, but now we are 
friends again.

LeonaTo   That’s good. Don Pedro, I hope with all my 
heart that you, your brother and your friends 
will stay here at my house for some time. Would 
you like to come inside?

‘Perhaps my words are more interesting than yours, Benedick.’
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Everyone leaves except Claudio and Benedick.
CLaUDio   Benedick, did you see Leonato’s daughter?
BeneDiCk   yes, of course I did. Why? Do you like her?
CLaUDio   Like her? I love her!
BeneDiCk   What? you’ve only met her once! She’s very 

sweet, but . . .
CLaUDio   Sweet? She’s the most beautiful girl I’ve ever 

seen! Benedick, I’m going to marry her if I can!
Don Pedro enters.
Don PeDro   Come on, you two! Come inside!
BeneDiCk   Claudio has some interesting news, Don 

Pedro. He’s in love.
Don PeDro   really? 
CLaUDio   I love Hero. I want to marry her.
Don PeDro   That’s wonderful! I think the two of you will 

be very happy if you marry.
BeneDiCk   Ha! It’s impossible for anyone to be married 

and to be happy. I tell you, I shall never be a 
husband!

Don PeDro   Oh yes, you will! One day soon, Claudio 
and I will call you ‘Benedick, the married man’. 
Now, go into the house and tell Leonato that 
we’ll be with him soon.

Benedick leaves. Borachio enters. He hides, and the 
others don’t see him. He listens carefully.

CLaUDio   Don Pedro, you must help me. I love Hero, but 

Much Ado About Nothing
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I don’t know if she loves me. I want to marry 
her, but perhaps her father won’t agree. What 
can I do?

Don PeDro   Don’t worry. Leonato is an old friend of 
mine. I’ll talk to him. 

CLaUDio   But what about Hero? I don’t know what to 
say to her. She’s so beautiful!

Don PeDro   Listen, there’ll be a party here tonight. I’ll tell 
Hero that you love her. I’ll ask her if she wants 
to marry you. She’ll say yes, I’m sure.

CLaUDio   Oh, I hope so! Thank you, my lord.
Claudio and Don Pedro leave.
BoraCHio   So Claudio wants to marry Leonato’s 

daughter. My master, Don John, will find that 
very interesting!

caption

‘I tell you, I shall never be a husband!’
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Act 1  Scene 2

Don John hears a secret

A room in Leonato’s house. Don John and his servant 
Conrade are talking.

ConraDe   What’s the matter, my lord? you look 
unhappy.

Don JoHn   I look unhappy because I am unhappy. 
ConraDe   But why, Don John? you and your brother 

Don Pedro are friends now.
Don JoHn   Don’t talk to me about my brother! I hate 

him. He thinks that we are friends, but I’m still 
angry with him. I’m angry with all of them – 
Leonato, Claudio . . .

ConraDe   But why?
Don JoHn   Stop asking so many questions, Conrade! My 

brother is my enemy, and so are all his friends. 
Do you understand? 

ConraDe   yes, my lord. But you must try to look happy 
if you want your brother to think that you don’t 
hate him any more.

Don JoHn   you are right, Conrade. I hate them all, but I 
will smile lovingly at them. Here comes Borachio 
– and he’s in a hurry!

Borachio runs into the room.
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Act 1  Scene 2
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BoraCHio   Don John, I have some news. Claudio wants 
to marry Leonato’s daughter! 

Don JoHn   How do you know?
BoraCHio   I heard your brother and Claudio talking a 

few minutes ago. Claudio wants to marry Hero, 
and Don Pedro is going to help him. It’s a secret!

ConraDe   Didn’t they see you?
BoraCHio   No. I was hiding. They didn’t know that I 

was listening. 
Don JoHn   That brave young gentleman Claudio, and 

the beautiful Hero! How I hate them! But I can 
make trouble for them. Will you both help me?

ConraDe   To the death, my lord!
Don JoHn   Come, let us talk about our plans.
BoraCHio   We will follow you, my lord. (They leave.)

Conrade, Don John and Borachio.
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